
 

Sharing One  
Another’s Gifts 

For as in one body, we have many members,  
and not all the members have the same function,  

so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,  
and individually we are members one of another. 

Romans 12:4-5 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Having gifts  
that differ 

according to the 
grace given to us, 
 let us use them:  

if prophecy,  
in proportion 
to our faith;  

if service, in our 
serving; the one 

who teaches, in his 
teaching; the one 

who exhorts, in his 
exhortation;  
the one who 
contributes,  

in generosity… 

Romans 12:6-8 

 

Sharing One  
Another’s Gifts     

"Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, 
let us use them" 

 

What gifts do you bring to St. Martin's  
and how do you share those gifts with others? 

These are questions that often seep into our awareness, even as our 
busy summers give way to cooling temperatures and quickened 
schedules. As we focus on all our transitional concerns, our new 

beginnings, and our fresh hopes and aspirations, we sometimes need to 
stop and reflect on our abundant blessings, and to immerse ourselves 

in gratitude for the gifts that come directly from the Creator. 
 

How best to use the abundant gifts with which God has gifted us? 
Every year, we call upon members of our faith community to consider 
making a pledge to St. Martin’s—not just to help keep the lights on and 
the boilers working, but to share our abundance—our gifts—with one 

another and with the larger community we serve.  
Hence, the theme of the 2023 Stewardship campaign:  

Sharing One Another’s Gifts! 
 
 



  

Gifts of Change and Growth 
This past year has brought much transition to St. Martin’s as it has with the rest of the world. 
We lovingly sent off the Rev. Jarrett Kerbel and the Rev. Barbara Ballenger to fulfill their calls 
as we prepare to call our own new clergy. We have been blessed with the loving care of priests 
we meet anew and those in our midst. They have been with us and walked with us as we 
continue in our love for Christ and each other. 

 

But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him” 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

While these transitions have brought feelings of uncertainty 
and anxiety, our community has risen to the challenges and 
opportunities that this time. We want to recognize that this 
time has been difficult for many, but it has also brought out 
the best of who we are and who we strive to be as we walk 
in faith together. We are sharing our gifts in new ways as we 
find our direction post-pandemic and after the many 
changes we have seen in the past two and a half years. We 
are working to unite all ministries of St. Martin’s in opening 
St. Martin’s to newcomers, rejoicing in our members, and 
extending our reach and abilities to Worship, Equip, and 
Engage. 

During this time, we’ve not missed a beat in our 
services and programming! Every Sunday we 
experience wonderful liturgies, preachers, and 
music. We hear laughter on the terrace. Throughout 
the week, we feel the breeze in the garden; connect 
with our friends; walk with Stephen Ministers; 
share sweet treats; sing with our choirs; overhear 
organ practice; discuss the impact of politics; eat 
together; and engage with the world’s worries and 
joys. 

Our devoted staff continue to support 
our ministries and programs and they 
do so with grace and joy. We welcome 
new faces and continue to celebrate 
those we’ve known for many years. 
All our staff and volunteers bring 
their unending gifts and skills 
selflessly to St. Martin’s, and as our 
Sexton James Kent would say, “We 
work together!” 



  

Your Gifts in Action 

St. Martin’s is a community of faith sustained 
almost entirely by the generosity of its 
members, past and present. 

• Annual pledged gifts from active 
parishioners support 60% of the 
church’s operating budget. 

• In 2022, 62% of the 426 households that 
identify St. Martin’s as their home 
parish were pledging households. 

• The average pledge amount per 
household is $2,400. 

St. Martin’s is blessed by every gift it receives. 
Increases in the number of pledging households 
and amount per pledge will increase the 
percentage of mission and ministry funded by 
actively pledging parishioners. 

 

The table below shows how funds were 
allocated to St. Martin’s ministries in the 2022 
budget: 
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Music connects and heals us, brings joy and peace, and gladdens our hearts! We are most 
fortunate at St. Martin’s to have such robust and far-reaching music ministries, and your 
continuing support ensures we continue to grow in the beauty of holiness through music.   

In addition to our core liturgical music ministry, St. Martin’s offers music as an extension and 
support to prayer and worship, utilizing our gifts and talents to bring together diverse 
musical styles and genres within our services and events. In just one week of Music at St. 
Martin’s, we host: choir rehearsals, children’s choir rehearsals, our Resident Fairmount 
Quartet and visiting groups, bellringing, outreach activities, currently serving all ages from 
first grade through to retirees with capacity to serve many more. 

Alongside our many dedicated and excellent volunteers who form our large adult choir and 
children’s choir, we are blessed to have such talented music staff, including our professional 
Section Leaders, a LIFT Music Leader, and a Children’s Choir Leader, as well as our Choir 
Librarian. All our staff bring their immense gifts to our community and help us to augment 
and develop our ministries further.  

Music is at the forefront of our activism and social justice work, too! We have hosted Black 
History month concerts and LGBTQIA+ Pride Evensongs, and we will continue to uphold 
and promote performances and compositions by historically (and indeed currently) 
underrepresented musicians.  

We are fortunate to have superb facilities, instruments, and equipment to enable us to mark 
music as a force for good in our community and beyond. We continue to collaborate in 
concerts with many church choirs in the region. Throughout our Music in Your Neighborhood 
recital series, and alongside all our services, concerts, and events, we reach hundreds and 
hundreds of people! 

 
 
We strive to maintain and further 
our reputation as a place of 
liturgical and musical excellence. 
Your gifts also help us to reach as 
many people as possible, even 
internationally, every week on our 
live stream.  

Help your gifts to be heard! 

Let Your Gifts  
Be Heard 

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

Psalm 150 

 



 

Our focus is on the entire family and the entire community. We welcome new families 
to St. Martin’s, and host intergenerational gatherings, including our popular Summer 
Family Fun Nights, Advent Wreath-Making, and “Holy Week for the Whole Family.” 
We also lead the church’s youth group and pilgrimages for our high schoolers. Over 
the past ten years, we have taken our teens to South Dakota and Guatemala and 
participated in many service projects closer to home, such as serving at the St. James 
Welcome Table, during the pandemic. 

St. Martin’s meets the family through a variety of Children, Youth, and Family (CYF) 
programs to build communities of faith and love. There are weekly and special events, 
such as the weekly Parents Playgroup, Choristers, Food & Fellowship on Wednesdays 
for the entire family, and special Diocesan youth events, such as Dismantling Racism 
for Youth gathering. Furthermore, CYF enjoys collaborating with other ministries, 
including Wellspring through Parents Connecting during LIFT Formation, so that we 
all feel nurtured and connected to one another. 

At St. Martin’s we are Sharing One 
Another’s Gifts in many ways. Examples of 
how we nourish one another’s faith include 
education (Biblical Studies, Adult Forum, 
Book & Banter), spiritual development 
(Wellspring), group sharing (Women 
Connecting, Men for Others), and individual 
sharing and care (Stephen Ministry). We are 
blessed by these many opportunities to give 
and receive gifts from one another. 

Gifts for Growth 

Your Gift for the Next Generation 
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We provide opportunities for children, youth, and 
families to deepen their faith by connecting to Christ and 
one another. We support our Sunday Living in Faith 
Together (LIFT) Worship services and Formation, prepare 
people for the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, 
as well as working to engage with you and your family at 
whatever point you are on in your journey of faith. 



  

Caring for the Gift of Our Campus  

St. Martin’s serves the community and the world through 
engagement, supporting healthcare and education 
initiatives in Philadelphia as well as in Guatemala and 
Haiti. We foster opportunities for its members and 
residents of the Northwest Philadelphia region to engage 
as agents of Christ’s love in the world by developing 
mutual relationships at the local, regional, national, and 
international levels that advance the mission and values of 
St. Martin’s as we discern God’s will as a Church, together.  

 

The ministries shared in this brochure are 
just a sampling of all St. Martin’s provides 
to our parish, the Chestnut Hill 
community, and beyond. Whether or not 
you individually participate in one or 
more of these ministries regularly, we all 
have a hand in making them happen 
when Sharing One Another’s Gifts. In 
honor and recognition of this, we invite 
you to celebrate the generosity of our 
parish in three ways… 

Bringing New Gifts to Our Community 

Since 1889, our mission and ministry have been 
supported by our beautiful buildings and 
grounds. Our Sexton and Properties Committee 
care for our campus on a day-to-day basis. In 
recognizing the needs and desires of our 
community and our many gifts, we want to 
assure everyone that each of us has a voice, and 
your voice is heard. To that end, alongside many 
individual and small group conversations, we 
undertook a parish-wide feasibility study 
reviewing plans for major capital improvements 
to our campus to further enable us to provide 
for all at St. Martin's. In the coming months, we 
will explore Stewardship more broadly as a 
parish, including ways we can share our gifts 
from generation to generation. 

For where two or three are gathered in my name,  
there am I among them. 

Matthew 18:20 

The Community Engagement Committee (CEC) provides support, oversight, and funding 
for the community engagement ministries of St. Martin’s as they work in direct service, 
providing financial grants, advocacy, and organizing to advance a transformative agenda in 
their ministry area. The CEC also responds to emerging concerns and movements, helping to 
nurture new ministries aligned with our stated values. 

Part of our involvement in the world is the care of that world, and we hope to find ways to 
tackle climate change and work on sustainability around our campus. 

 

 



 
 
 

How to 
Share Your Gifts? 

Come 

We have three wonderful events to kick off the 2023 St. Martin’s Stewardship 
campaign: 

• A Stewardship Kickoff Party on Friday, October 21. This evening event 
will be for adults only with more details to follow. Please circle the date 
and plan to join us for fun and fellowship. 

• A hearty Breakfast on Saturday, October 22. Come fortify yourself with 
“Fellowship & Fixin’s” to enjoy the crisp Fall weekend. 

• A second Stewardship Kickoff event held on Sunday, October 23 for all 
parish families and children after the 10:30 am service. 

Please RSVP for these events at www.StMartinEc.org or call 215.247.7466. We 
may also utilize an electronic invitation platform to streamline the process, so 
be on the lookout for future email correspondence regarding these events. 

Pledge 

You can pledge for the 2023 fiscal year, which begins on January 1. A pledge 
card is included with his brochure or alternatively, we encourage you to submit 
your pledge online at stmartinec.org/pledge. You can also pledge by scanning 
the QR code above. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can give thanks for God’s abundant 
generosity, in your life, and in our parish, through your 2023 pledge. 

Rejoice 

Rejoice with us on St. Martin’s Day, Sunday, November 13 at 8 am or 10:30 am 
as we offer our pledge commitments for God’s blessing. If you have not pledged 
before November 13, we ask that you do so on that day. We will celebrate with 
joyful liturgy and music at our 10:30 am service, followed by a time of 
fellowship! 

When we come together as Christ’s hands and feet in the world, we glorify 
God. We help bring God’s kingdom closer to earth, as it is in heaven.  

When we come together as St. Martin’s parishioners, we achieve so much by  
Sharing One Another’s Gifts! 

CHURCH OF ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS 
8000 St. Martin’s Lane, Philadelphia, 19118 

www.StMartinEC.org 


